Introduction

9
This supplementary information provides several additional analyses to help support the November. A downside of using this imagery is that it contains a wildfire area within der County (the Fourmile Canyon wildfire), which could skew the GRVI calculations. More- 
32
The 2011 imagery is generally more green than the 2013 data ( Figure S1 ). Consequently,
33
the GRVI values on all hillslope aspects are higher and because of the relatively green appear- 
Lidar Analysis
47
Airborne lidar data can be used to measure tree canopy by comparing the lidar points 48 that hit the tree canopy with points reflected off the ground. Therefore, we investigated how 49 the GRVI was related to the tree canopy distribution within a sub-section of the study area us- the percent canopy on the north-versus south-facing slopes were statistically different within 59 a 95% confidence interval (p<0.0001). Next, we randomly selected 10 debris-flow initiation 60 points on north-and south-facing slopes from within the lidar dataset and determined the per-61 cent canopy within a 100 m radius of the initiation point. We found that these points were nor-62 mally distributed on both aspects. Using a t-test, the mean percent canopy for north-facing slopes 63 (27%) was not statistically different (p=0.32) than south-facing slopes (24%) using a 95% con-64 fidence interval. Therefore, the average tree density, as observed from lidar data, was higher 65 on north-facing than south-facing slopes, but the tree density at debris-flow initiation points Figure S5 ).
81
We further considered the influence of a debris-flow scar on the average GRVI calcu- 
